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Walking Mindfully
Tuesday, Sep 1 or Thursday, Sep 3
7-8pm
Anita Purves Nature Center / Busey Woods
Age 15 and up

How often are you able to slow down and benefit from the restorative 
effects of being immersed in nature? Treat yourself to an evening hike 
with a certified interpretive guide. Walking mindfully will leave you 
feeling relaxed, re-energized, and reconnected. For an enhanced 
experience, attend Rising Spirit Yoga at the nature center before the 
hike (see page 33).

Date EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
Sep 1 $3R/$5NR | Aug 18 $4R/$6NR | Aug 27 3240
Sep 3 $3R/$5NR | Aug 20 $4R/$6NR | Sep 1 3242

FREE! Volunteer Naturalist Training
Thursday, Sep 10 from 1-4pm
Anita Purves Nature Center
Age 18 and up

Hone your natural history knowledge and leadership skills and make 
a difference to more than 3,000 children who visit the nature center 
each year. Share the excitement of teaching while exploring Busey 
Woods and Meadowbrook Prairie. Volunteer naturalists learn to 
lead many fun and easy nature activities as they lead tours at these 
sites. To be a leader, your schedule must allow you to lead tours on 
a weekday morning or afternoon. Please register at least two days 
beforehand by calling 217-384-4062.

Winter Recipes for the Birds
Friday, Dec 18 from 10am-12pm
Age 15 and up

Finch Fries and Nuthatch Nibble—these recipes are for the birds! 
Take a break from the holiday hubbub to create something special for 
the brave birds that will stay in town this winter. Ornament-sized bird 
treats also make unique holiday gifts for the bird lovers in your life. 
Learn how to make your own, and we will decorate a tree for the birds 
in the nature center’s habitat garden.

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$7R/$11NR | Dec 4 $8R/$12NR | Dec 11 3250

Drawn to Nature:
Basic Nature Sketching Techniques
Saturday, Oct 10 from 1-3pm
Anita Purves Nature Center
Age 15 and up
Program leader: Cora Hays, Biological Illustrator

Did you ever wonder what makes an oak tree look like an oak tree? 
Or wished you could capture the flurry of a flock of goldfinches 
in flight? Sketching is a fantastic tool for learning to identify plant 
and animal species. It’s also a great way to share the beauty of the 
natural world with others. These days anyone can take a picture, but 
to capture feeling and motion, sometimes all you need is a pencil. 
Come learn some clever sketching techniques that can increase your 
powers of observation and assist you to discover the wonders of the 
natural world! Bring your own sketchbook or drawing paper, a pencil 
and an eraser for two hours of exploration and discovery through art. 
Weather permitting, we will be drawing primarily outside, so please 
dress accordingly.

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$12R/$18NR | Sep 26 $13R/$20NR | Oct 7 3261
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The Nature of Watercolors:
Basic Watercolor Techniques
Saturday, Oct 17 from 1-3:30pm
Anita Purves Nature Center
Adults (age 15 and up)
Program leader: Cora Hays, Biological Illustrator

Watercolors are a wonderful tool for illustrating the natural world. 
With a little direction, they can capture the most brilliant fall colors 
or the most subtle spring hues. Watercolors are a fluid medium that 
may seem to defy precise control. However, they are often used to 
great effect in scientific illustrations. Knowing the right materials and 
techniques to use can make this medium do most of the work for 
you. This class will offer a basic introduction to watercolor painting 
and explore its applications for botanical and biological illustration. 
Supplies will be provided. No prior experience necessary.

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$16R/$24NR | Oct 5 $18R/$27NR | Oct 14 3264

Come See Us at the Market
Staff from the Anita Purves Nature Center will be at the Science 
at the Market table at Urbana’s Market at the Square on 
Saturday, September 5, from 8am-12pm. Stop by to say hello 
and see what surprises we have brought from the nature center!

Babes in the Woods
Tuesdays, 10-11am
Anita Purves Nature Center & Busey Woods
Ages 2-6 with adult; adults attend free with registered child

Explore, play, learn and love nature with your preschooler. These 
weekly programs build on local ecology and children’s sense of 
wonder. Programs are held outdoors except in cases of severe 
weather; please dress accordingly.

Date   Topic

Sep 1   Fish
Sep 8  Amphibians
Sep 15   Reptiles
Sep 22   Mammals

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$29R/$44NR | Aug 18 $32R/$48NR | Aug 25 3281

NEW! Hiking Tykes
Fridays, 10-11am
Busey Woods & Crystal Lake Park
Anita Purves Nature Center and Busey Woods
Ages 3-6 with adult; adults attend free with registered child

Take your tyke on a trek to experience hands-on nature. A guide will 
lead themed trail activities and ensure safe exploration. Hikes will be 
on dirt, grass and boardwalk trails; please come prepared. Meet at 
the Anita Purves Nature Center.

Date EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
Sep 25 $6R/$9NR      | Sep 11 $7R/$11NR    | Sep 18 3292
Oct 2 $6R/$9NR      | Sep 18 $7R/$11NR    | Sep 25 3293
Oct 9 $6R/$9NR      | Sep 25 $7R/$11NR    | Oct 2 3294
Oct 16 $6R/$9NR     | Oct 2 $7R/$11NR    | Oct 9 3295

All Programs $22R/$33NR | Sep 11 $24R/$36NR | Sep 18 3296

FREE! Nature Center Pre-K Fridays
Fridays, 9am-12pm
Nov 6, 13, 20
Dec 4, 11
Anita Purves Nature Center

Kids age 6 and under and their families are invited to visit the nature 
center at these special times. Drop-in and discover some self-guided 
activities just for little naturalists. Call 217-384-4062 for more 
information.
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Art at APNC
Artist: Cora Hays
Show Title: Tall Visions and Prairie Grass  
Show Dates: October 3-December 11, 2015
Opening Reception: October 3, 1-3pm

This collection of original artworks by Cora Hays highlights the 
amazing diversity of the prairie. It includes illustrations executed 
with scientific precision of prairie grass species, images of the 
aesthetic beauty of prairie flowers and animals, and painterly 
interpretations of the sweeping prairie landscape. Come get a 
glimpse of how the prairie is much more than just a tall expanse 
of grass! 

CANCELLED
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T he Anita Purves Nature Center has live animals! There are 
snakes, turtles and owls. Come meet them and learn how you 
can “Adopt an Education Animal”. Register for Eat with the 

Animals or Wild Encounters to see the education animals up-close! 
Learn more about animal adoption options at:

www.urbanaparks.org/programs/nature-programs/

Come Visit Live Animals!

Adopt an Education Animal
The nature center’s education animals help to demonstrate the 
variety of wildlife living in Illinois. Your financial contribution or 
“adoption” helps provide animals the care and the food they 
need. For more information, please call 217-384-4062 and ask 
for an adoption brochure. Or you may download one from the 
bottom of the Anita Purves Nature Center page at:

www.urbanaparks.org/programs/nature-programs/

Eat with the Animals
Saturday, Sep 5 from 2-3pm
Anita Purves Nature Center
All Ages (under 15 with registered adult; children 3 and under
are free)
Prices are per person

Get a behind-the-scenes look at the nature center’s education wildlife 
during feeding time while we all chow-down. Snacks for humans 
will be provided—please note any food allergies when you register. 
Proceeds help support the animals’ ongoing care.

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$7R/$11NR | Aug 22 $9R/$14NR | Aug 29 2813

NEW! Owl-ebration
Saturday, Nov 7 from 12-3pm
Anita Purves Nature Center
All Ages (under 15 with adult)

Love owls? Help us celebrate the owls that live at the nature center 
as we throw a party in their honor! Enjoy games, crafts, and up-close 
encounters with Eastern screech owls Quasi, Ginger and Jack. This 
event has a suggested donation of $5/person or $10/family that will 
go directly to the owls’ care. Come and go any time during the event. 
Pre-registration is encouraged, as space is limited. Call    
217-384-4062 by Oct 29 to let us know you are coming.

Wild Encounters
Saturday, Nov 21 from 2-3pm
Anita Purves Nature Center
Age 4 and up with registered adult
Prices are per person

Owls, turtles and snakes, oh my! Most wildlife won’t stick around 
for a close encounter outdoors, but you can meet the nature center 
animals up-close during this program. Discover what these animal 
ambassadors have to teach us about living with wildlife. Fees for this 
program help support the care of the nature center animals

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$7R/$11NR | Aug 22 $9R/$14NR | Aug 29 3269
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Sunday Morning Bird Walks
Sundays, Sep 6-Oct 25 from 7:30-9am
Anita Purves Nature Center (parking lot)
All Ages (under 15 with adult)

Birding can be an adventure for the whole family. Join us early on 
Sunday mornings to search for birds in Busey Woods and Crystal Lake 
Park. A leader from the Champaign County Audubon Society will help 
you learn basic bird watching and identification techniques. Bring 
a pair of binoculars if you have them or borrow one from the Anita 
Purves Nature Center with a $15 deposit (pick up M-Sa 9am-4pm).

C-U Outdoors Club Family
Picnic and English/Spanish
Hike
Saturday, Sep 19 from 11am-2pm
Anita Purves Nature Center & Busey Woods
All Ages (under 15 with adult)

Celebrate the opening day of Take A Child Outside Week! Bring your 
family, a picnic lunch and your own blanket or chairs to the Anita 
Purves Nature Center’s Friendship Grove, and meet other families 
interested in enjoying the outdoors together. Naturalist-led hikes 
through Busey Woods will begin at 12:30pm and will be offered in 
both English and Spanish. Call 217-384-4062 by Sep 17 to let us 
know you are coming.

Celebra esta semana y traiga a su familia, un almuerzo de picnic 
y tu propia manta o sillas para el Jardin de la Amistad (Frienship 
Grove) al lado del Centro de Naturaleza Anita Purves y conozca a 
otras familias interesadas en disfrutar al aire libre juntos. Caminatas 
dirigidas por naturalistas a través Busey Woods, comenzarán a las 
12:30 y se ofrece en Inglés y Español. Llame a 217-384-4062 antes 
del 17 de Septiembre a hacernos saber que está viniendo.

Gardening through the Seasons:
A 40th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, Sep 20 from 2-4pm
Saturday, Oct 10 from 1-3pm
Meadowbrook Garden Pavilion, Park at the Race Street entrance
All Ages (under 15 with adult)

Celebrate the Meadowbrook Organic Garden’s 40th Anniversary at 
these fall meet-and-greets! Specific gardens will be featured on each 
date, and gardeners and park district staff will be on-hand to share 
their experience and advice. When you attend, you will be entered in 
a raffle drawing for a free half-plot in 2016 and other prizes! Drawing 
will take place on Oct 10; you do not need to be present to win. Call 
217-384-4062 for more information.

Come See What’s Free!y

U

Star Gazing
Tuesday, Sep 22 from 7-9pm
Timpone Grove & Meadowbrook Interpretive Center, 
Park at the Race Street entrance
All Ages (under 15 with adult)

Start at the Meadowbrook Interpretive Center with a short 
presentation about amateur star watching. Then explore the night sky 
with astronomers from the Champaign-Urbana Astronomical Society 
and William M. Staerkel Planetarium. Chat with local experts and 
observe through their high-powered telescopes. Bring a blanket/lawn 
chair and binoculars or telescope if you have them. 

National Public Lands Day:
Celebrate Native Plants
Saturday, Sep 26
9-11am: Meadowbrook Park, Race Street entrance
1-3pm: Perkins Road Wet Prairie (Urbana Dog Park)
Age 7 and up (under 15 with adult)

Celebrate the beauty and importance of native plants with park 
district staff on National Public Lands Day. Help collect seeds by hand 
and/or plant native plants at two vital restoration sites. Your efforts 
will be appreciated by the pollinators and wildlife that depend on 
native plants and the public who share and enjoy these lands. Stay for 
refreshments and receive a National Public Lands Day Certificate for 
volunteering. Long pants, long sleeves, and sneakers or hiking boots 
recommended. Call 217-384-4062 by Sep 25 to let us know you are 
coming.

America Recycles Day: Clothing the Loop
Saturday, Nov 14 from 11am-3pm
All Ages (under 15 with adult)

Join a recycling celebration that will focus on reusing and 
recycling clothing. Bring winter coats to donate to local charitable 
organizations. Explore re-purposed creations made by local artists, 
take the Recycling Pledge, and be entered to win prizes. 

Make your own creation from reused or re-purposed materials at 
home before the event, and enter to win an award in the second 
annual Creative Reuse Competition. 

Visit www.urbanaparks.org/facilities/anita-purves-nature-center/ for competition 
rules and a complete list of recyclable items that can be dropped off 
during the event. Call 217-384-4062  for more information.
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Campfire Building & 
Marshmallow Roasting
Friday, Sep 25, 6-8pm
Anita Purves Nature Center / Fire Ring
Age 6 and up (under 15 with registered adult)
Prices are per person

Can you build and light a one-match fire? Would you like experience 
starting a campfire without matches? Learn safety and techniques of 
campfire construction with matches, flint-and-steel and more. Finish 
with roasted marshmallows and s’mores!

EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
$6R/$9NR | Sep 11 $7R/$11NR | Sep 23 3351

Nighttime Nature Hikes
6:30-7:30pm
Meadowbrook Interpretive Center
(Race St. entrance, Meadowbrook Park)
Age 6 and up with registered adult
Prices are per person

Bundle up for these hikes and experience the sights, sounds, and 
smells of the prairie at night. Explore features of the night sky, and 
look for signs of wildlife. We may even hear owls call. You will love 
how a brisk nighttime hike will leave you feeling energized! These 
hikes are an exclusive opportunity to see nature at night, as the parks 
close at sunset.

Focus Date EB Cost | Deadline Cost | Deadline Code
Full Moon Tu, Oct 27 $8R/$12NR   | Oct 13 $9R/$14NR   | Oct 23 3347
New Moon W, Nov 11 $8R/$12NR   | Oct 28 $9R/$14NR   | Nov 9 3348
Winter Solstice Tu, Dec 22 $8R/$12NR   | Dec 8 $9R/$14NR   | Dec 5 3349
All Three Hikes $22R/$33NR | Oct 13 $24R/$36NR | Oct 23 3350
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Take A Child Outside Week
September 19-27 is Take A Child Outside Week!
Join the national effort to reconnect children with
nature. Check out great ways to get outdoors
throughout the park district! Just look for this
symbol in the guide.
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O ur goal for these natural areas is to restore areas 
characteristic of Illinois’ most diverse habitats. Restoration 
includes planting and seeding native plants, removing 

nuisance plants, and conducting prescribed burns to encourage 
healthy growth. Learn more about each of these areas at:

www.urbanaparks.org/parks/natural-areas/

Natural areas are open sunrise to sunset. Naturalists are available, 
and classes are designed for all age groups and interests. To inquire 
about programs and services, call the Anita Purves Nature Center at 
217-384-4062. Visit pages 12 and 25 for information.

Help us maintain these natural areas by not collecting items, 
walking pets or cycling.

Meadowbrook Prairie

Prairie was the dominant natural feature of Illinois before the settlers 
arrived. Since 1978, the Urbana Park District and countless volunteers 
have worked to re-create approximately 80 acres of Illinois native 
landscape. Visit this park in south Urbana, along Windsor Road and 
Race Street, and explore and enjoy a part of Illinois’ natural history 
that has all but disappeared.

Commissioners Grove & Wetland in Weaver Park

With the help of volunteers, the Urbana Park District is restoring a 
variety of ecosystems at this quietly emerging park. Located south 
of the intersection of Main Street and Smith Road, this 60-acre park 
contains an in-progress 5-acre woodland/savanna restoration, newly-
established 35 acres planted with prairie and native grasses and an 
award-winning watershed management wetland.

Perkins Road Wet Prairie

With the assistance of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Conservation 2000 program, the district is restoring 35 acres behind 
the dog park. Once restored, the park will include prairie and wetland 
environments for wildlife observation, environmental education 
programs and recreation. For a sneak peek at this developing natural 
area, attend a Stewardship Saturday.

Busey Woods

Busey Woods is a 59-acre bottom land oak-hickory forest. It is located 
at the north end of Crystal Lake Park with an entrance just west of 
the Anita Purves Nature Center. The C-U Optimist Club sponsors 
management of Busey Woods.

Stewardship Saturdays
Lend a hand and learn about local natural areas. During 
Stewardship Saturdays, volunteers assist with invasive plant 
removal, trail improvements and clean up, and native plant 
seed harvest and/or planting. Dress for the weather. Tools, 
gloves, instruction and refreshments are provided. Stewardship 
Saturday workdays are recommended for children 8 years and 
older, however accommodations for younger participants may 
be available with enough advance notice. All children under 16 
must be accompanied by a supervising adult. Large groups are 
welcome. Let us know you will be attending by calling 
217-384-4062 in advance.

For Busey Woods
• Meet at the Anita Purves Nature Center
For Meadowbrook Park
• Meet at the Race Street parking lot south of Windsor Road
For Weaver Park
• Pull off at the intersection of Main Street and Smith Road
For Perkins Road Wet Prairie
• Meet at the Urbana Dog Park parking lot on Perkins Road, 

½ mile east of Cunningham Avenue

Date Time Location

Sep 12
9-11am Busey Woods
1-3 pm Weaver Park

Sep 26
(National Public Lands Day)

9-11am Meadowbrook Park
1-3pm Perkins Road Wet Prairie

Oct 10
9-11am Busey Woods
1-3pm Weaver Park

Oct 24
9-11am Meadowbrook Park
1-3pm Perkins Road Wet Prairie

Nov 14
9-11am Busey Woods
1-3pm Weaver Park

Dec 12
9-11am Busey Woods
1-3pm Weaver Park

NaturalAreas


