
Visit the Anita Purves Nature Center, Urbana’s connection 

to natural history and the environment. Learn more about 

animals and plants you spot in your back yard, the local park, 

or sitting in a tree. Located at the north end of Crystal Lake 

Park, the Anita Purves Nature Center is an environmental 

education facility open free to the public. Next door you’ll 

find Busey Woods, a 59-acre forest preserve with a boardwalk 

loop, seasonal ponds and more. The Nature Center is on the 

MTD gold bus line on weekdays and the silver bus line on 

Saturdays. For information about programs and services, 

please call 384-4062.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, 
            Sat 9am-4pm, Sun closed

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

(217)  384-4062

Fax: (217)  384-1052

Come  
        VisitUs!

Special Tour Programs
Stop in for your very own tour or custom program at the 
Urbana Park District’s Anita Purves Nature Center.  Have a 
naturalist guide you through the nearby Busey Woods and 
Crystal Lake Park. Whether it is a morning, after school, or 
weekend excursion you can discover nature while having fun. 
Tours may include a variety of hands-on activities, guided 
hikes, and even an encounter with live animals.  Our Special 
Tours can help you and your organization gain a world of 
experience and are even designed to achieve most Scout 
Badges.  Take advantage of having your very own naturalist be 
your personal guide. 

COST: Programs are $30/ tour.  Groups larger than 12 require 
additional fees. Please reserve your tour at least two weeks in 
advance.  Call (217) 384-4062 for scheduling and program 
information.

Traveling Naturalist Program
Let a naturalist visit your community organization. We visit 
every type of community organization from after school and 
preschool programs, to church groups and scout troops, to 
adult care centers.  Request a single, weekly or monthly 
program. Programs may include hands-on activities, stories, 
crafts, hikes and more. We have a large number of natural 
artifacts from shells to skulls, pictures and posters, and even 
wild animals to be brought along. Select from a variety of 
topics or have us create one especially for you. 

COST: Programs are $50/ hour long presentation.  Groups 
larger than 12 require additional fees. Please reserve your 
program at least two weeks in advance.  Call (217) 384-4062 
for scheduling and program information.

Let Us 
       VisitYou!

We offer programs for ALL AGES 

                      that fit the needs of any group 

                              or organization! 

Countless topics
      tochoosefrom!

Traveling Naturalist & 
Special Tour Program Topics:

Reptiles & Amphibians
Birds
Mammals
Insects
Trees
Night Adaptations
Wintering Animals
Recycling
Conservation
Weather
Geology
Ecology

Illinois Prairies
Pond Dipping
Invasive Species 
Using a Compass
Outdoor Survival
Endangered Species 
Dinosaurs
Owls
Snakes
Turtles
Animal Homes
The Night Sky

Don’t see your topic? Custom programs can be made to fit your 
needs; additional fees required.

Natural Areas
The Urbana Park District maintains several local natural 
areas for your enjoyment. Our goal is to restore areas 
characteristic of Illinois’ most diverse habitats. Restoration 
includes planting and seeding native plants, removing 
nuisance plants, and conducting prescribed burns to 
encourage healthy growth. 

These Natural Areas are for anyone interested in exploring 
and learning more about the outdoors. They are available for 
hiking, plant and animal study and photography. While 
visiting, please respect the plants and animals that have 
returned to these natural landscapes. Take only memories; 
leave only footprints.
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Nature is yours 
                       to discover…




