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URBANA PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES – BOARD STUDY SESSION 

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025 
7:00 PM 

PLANNING AND OPERATIONS FACILITY 
1011 E. KERR AVENUE 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802 
 
The study session meeting of the Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners was held Tuesday, May 6, 
2025 at the Planning and Operations Facility, 1011 E. Kerr Avenue, Urbana, IL at 7:00 pm. The notice and 
agenda of the meeting were posted at the park district administrative office and at the location of the 
meeting. Copies of the notice and agenda were received by each commissioner of the district and by 
local newspapers, radio, and television stations at least forty-eight hours before the meeting in 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois. A copy of the notice and agenda is 
attached to the minutes. Also available for inspection are all documents that were reviewed or 
approved at the meeting. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT 

   

President Michael Walker X  

Vice-President Cedric Stratton X  

Commissioner Laura Hastings  X  

Commissioner Roger Digges X  

Commissioner Meredith Blumthal X  

 
Also present were Tim Bartlett, Executive Director; 
Corky Emberson, Superintendent of Recreation;  
Laura Orcutt, Superintendent of Business Services;  
Derek Liebert, Superintendent of Planning and Operations; 
Andy Rousseau, Project Manager;   
Allison Jones served as Recorder 
 
 
I. Call to Order  

President Walker called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
A. Remote Attendance 

No remote attendance was requested.  
 

II. Accept Agenda 
COMMISSIONER BLUMTHAL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER 
STRATTON TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID 
“AYE.”  
 

III. Public Comment 
There were no comments from members of the public.  
 



 

Board Study Session Minutes, May 6, 2025   2 
 

IV. Discussion 
A. King Park – Master Plan Updates 

Director Bartlett stated that conducting the Master Plan for King Park will require exploring 
the history, challenges, and opportunities for the park and neighborhood. He noted the 
historic marginalization, segregation, and skepticism of the neighborhood will require 
building trust with community leaders, stakeholders, and neighbors.  
 
Derek Liebert provided an update on the Master Planning process thus far, including 
developing a steering committee, student engagement and workshops with the local school 
and holding an Open House to gather feedback. Derek then reviewed the feedback from the 
outreach efforts, including heavy interest in full-court basketball, a splash pad, soccer fields, 
playground/challenge course, gathering space, gaga ball, and art and landscaping. He also 
noted that additional workshops and community engagement efforts are being planned.  
 
Andy Rousseau reviewed the project budget and potential funding sources.  
 
Staff and Board reviewed and discussed historical photos, housing development over the 
years, parking needs, potential park expansion opportunities, and rainwater management. 
They also discussed park amenities and reviewed draft site plan concepts.  
  

V. Comments from Commissioners 
Commissioner Blumthal commented on the culturally responsive water safety program 
conducted by Latashia Key, and Corky Emberson noted that staff are continuing discussions with 
the Don Moyers Boys & Girls Club to develop additional programs for the summer.  

 
VI. Adjourn 

President Walker adjourned the meeting at 8:28 PM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      _________________________________ 

Cedric Stratton, Vice President  
 
____________________________ 
Timothy A. Bartlett, Secretary 
 
 
 
(Seal) 

 
 
Date Approved: ___June 10, 2025___________________________ 

 


