
1 UPDAC Agenda – June 22, 2021 

NOTICE AND AGENDA OF MEETING 
URBANA PARK DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (UPDAC) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 2021 
7:00 PM 

REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM 
VIDEO: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84452754270 

PHONE: (312) 626‐6799 
MEETING ID: 844 5275 4270 

PASSCODE: 719184 

I. Call to Order 

II. Public Comment
Any member of the public may make a brief statement at this time within the public
participation rules of the Board.

III. Approval of the Minutes of the April 27, 2021 Meeting and the May 25, 2021 Meeting

IV. Discussion
A. Innovations in Play Design

V. Reports
A. UPDAC Chair
B. Board Representative
C. Director’s Report
D. Capital Projects Report

VI. UPDAC Member Comments and Open Discussion

VII. Adjourn

***This month’s secretary is Kelsey Beccue*** 

Note: The Meeting Agenda and Supporting Materials are on the UPD website at 
http://www.urbanaparks.org/documents/index.html; choose the “Public Meetings” category and 
search for the meeting information you wish to download. 

Upcoming	meetings:	

July – no meeting 
August 24, 2021 
September 28, 2021 
October 26, 2021 

It is the mission of the Urbana Park District to: 
 Improve the quality of life of its citizens through a responsive, efficient, and creative park and recreation system, 
 Pursue excellence in a variety of programs, parks, and special facilities that contribute to the attractiveness of 

neighborhoods, conservation of the environment, and the overall health of the community. 



1 
 

UPDAC Minutes – April 27, 2021 

URBANA PARK DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (UPDAC) 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2021  
7:00 PM‐8:30 PM 

REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM 
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802 

 
The meeting of the Urbana Park District Advisory Committee (UPDAC) was held Tuesday, April 
27, 2021 online via Zoom at 7:00 pm. The notice and agenda of the meeting were posted at the 
park district administrative office and at the location of the meeting. Copies of the notice and 
agenda were received by each member of the committee and by local newspapers, radio, and 
television stations at least forty‐eight hours before the meeting in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act of the State of Illinois. A copy of the notice and agenda is attached to the minutes. 
Also available for inspection are all documents that were reviewed or approved at the meeting. 
 

UPDAC Members  PRESENT  ABSENT 

Laura Hastings, Chair  X   

Gary Ambler  X   

Nicoline Ambrose  X – late arrival   

Kelly Boeger    X 

Jonville Chenoweth    X 

Tomas Delgado    X 

Heath Isome    X 

Ben Kaap  X   

Jean Paley  X   

Ashley Price    X 

Sarah Roper  X   

Howard Schein  X   

Travis Schiess  X   

Amita Sinha  X   

Timothy Stephens  X   

 
Also present were; 
Board of Commissioners Vice President, Nancy Delcomyn 
Executive Director, Tim Bartlett 
Superintendent of Business Services, Caty Roland 
Superintendent of Recreation, Corky Emberson 
Superintendent of Planning and Operations, Derek Liebert 
Project Manager, Andy Rousseau 
Office Manager, Kelsey Beccue 
 
I. Call to Order – Introductions 

UPDAC Chairperson Laura Hastings called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 
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II. Public Comment  

There was no public comment. 
 

III. Approval of the Minutes of the March 23, 2021 Meeting 
Jean Paley moved to approve the minutes of the March 23, 2021 UPDAC meeting, and 
Howard Schein seconded. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
IV. Discussion 

A. Health & Wellness Update/Public Phase of Fundraising Campaign 
 
Director Bartlett, Derek Liebert, Corky Emberson, and Andy Rousseau presented Health & 
Wellness facility planning and fundraising updates. Important items discussed included: 
 

 Site visits to similar facilities in Carmel, Indiana, Northbrook Park District, and 
Sycamore Park District. 

 A review of the proposed site location at Prairie Park, it’s situation as part of the 
“superblock” of state, federal, and local governmental facilities, the development 
history of that area, and future master planning for Weaver Park and the 
superblock area as a whole. 

 Athletics fields needs for the district. 

 Location of facility adjacent to out‐of‐district neighborhoods. 

 Planning a site and facility that are resilient. 

 The various Health & Wellness facility and site features, and a proposed traffic 
study along Washington. 

 A review of the Health & Wellness facility budget with the funds made up of bond 
re‐issue funds, privately raised donations, and the PARC grant award, along with 
pending DCEO funds, and potential fund balance transfer. 

 The distinction between the public and silent phase of the fundraising campaign, 
where typically more funds are raised in the silent phase, and the public phase 
acts as a marketing and awareness campaign. 

 The promotion of the project in the surrounding neighborhoods. 
 

Important questions and comments from UPDAC members included: 
 

 Jean Paley asked about the district’s interest in the Champaign‐Urbana Humane 
Society’s site since they are moving. Derek mentioned that the district would be 
interested in cooperating with the county in master planning for the superblock 
as a whole, which includes that site. 

 Tim Stephens noted a decline in participation in American Legion baseball teams, 
and the impact that might have on planning for ball field space. 

 Amita Sinha asked about walking trails in Weaver Park, and Derek and Tim 
mentioned that the plan calls for many paved trails, similar to Meadowbrook. 
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 Board Vice President Delcomyn inquired about the ease of converting ball field 
space for multiple uses, and Corky mentioned that you can sometimes convert 
fields with removable fencing. 

 Laura Hastings mentioned that she is seeing some of the Health & Wellness 
marketing efforts in local media. 

 Howard Schein remarked that promoting this project in the surrounding 
neighborhoods would be vital, and that we should make a marked effort to get 
those communities onboard. Corky responded that UPD has been working a lot 
with the Lierman Neighborhood Action Committee, and plans to have a presence 
in that area in the coming months. 

 Amita asked if the new facility would focus on psychological health needs, and 
Corky responded that the district’s goal is to use this facility to further expand the 
eight dimensions of wellness that we are currently focused on. 

 
V. Reports  

A. UPDAC Chair  
 

Laura reminded UPDAC members that they should sign up to take meeting minutes. She 
also congratulated former UPDAC Chairperson, Cedric Stratton and incumbent 
commissioner, Meredith Blumthal, on their recent election to the Park Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
B. Director    
 
Tim shared information on the virtual advocacy day held by Champaign County First, 
which is dedicated to the economic development of Champaign County. Tim promoted 
the Kickapoo Rail Trail project to our federal and state legislators. 

 
C. Board Representative 
 
Nancy mentioned UPDAC’s role as a type of “training ground” for future commissioners. 
She also noted that the Urbana Parks Foundation has raised $1.3 million, demonstrating 
that there is already a good deal of public support behind the Health & Wellness facility 
project. 

 
D. UPD Projects Update 
 
Andy provided updates on the Crystal Lake Park Rehabilitation Project, Blair Park 
Revitalization Project, and the UIAC domestic hot water system replacement. Derek 
mentioned two projects that UPD is tangentially part of: the roof replacement at UIAC, 
and a new solar array installation by USCD and C‐U MTD at the Hickory Street storage 
site. 
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VI. UPDAC Member Comments and Open Discussion
Laura mentioned she has heard from a few of her neighbors that they are concerned that
the new Health & Wellness Facility will be built adjacent to out‐of‐district areas – the
perception being that those areas are being served more than in‐district areas. Corky
mentioned that UPD is hiring for summer jobs, and that the Jettie Rhodes Vaccine Clinic
was a success.

VII. Adjourn
UPDAC Chairperson Laura Hastings adjourned the meeting at 8:52 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Kelsey Beccue.



1 
 

UPDAC Minutes – May 25, 2021 

URBANA PARK DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (UPDAC) 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021  
7:00 PM‐8:30 PM 

PERKINS ROAD PARK SITE 
1501 E. PERKINS ROAD 
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802 

 
The meeting of the Urbana Park District Advisory Committee (UPDAC) was held Tuesday, May 
25, 2021 at the Perkins Road Park Site, 1501 E. Perkins Road, Urbana, IL 61802 at 7:00 pm. The 
notice and agenda of the meeting were posted at the park district administrative office and at 
the location of the meeting. Copies of the notice and agenda were received by each member of 
the committee and by local newspapers, radio, and television stations at least forty‐eight hours 
before the meeting in compliance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois. A copy of 
the notice and agenda is attached to the minutes. Also available for inspection are all documents 
that were reviewed or approved at the meeting. 
 

UPDAC Members  PRESENT  ABSENT 

Laura Hastings, Chair  X   

Gary Ambler  X   

Nicoline Ambrose    X 

Kelly Boeger    X 

Jonville Chenoweth  X   

Tomas Delgado    X 

Heath Isome    X 

Ben Kaap    X 

Jean Paley    X 

Ashley Price    X 

Sarah Roper  X   

Howard Schein    X 

Travis Schiess    X 

Amita Sinha  X   

Timothy Stephens    X 

 
Also present were; 
Park Commissioner, Cedric Stratton 
Executive Director, Tim Bartlett 
Superintendent of Recreation, Corky Emberson 
Superintendent of Planning and Operations, Derek Liebert 
Superintendent of Business Services, Caty Roland 
Natural Areas Coordinator, Matt Balk 
Office Manager, Kelsey Beccue 
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I. Call to Order 
UPDAC Chair Laura Hastings called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM. 

 
II. Public Comment  

There was no public comment 
 

III. Approval of the Minutes of the April 27, 2021 Meeting 
Gary Ambler made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2021 UPDAC 
meeting, with a second from Jonville Chenoweth. All said aye, motion carried. There was 
some discussion about whether there was the quorum necessary for this action to be 
valid. Kelsey said she would look into it, and if not, this action would be brought back to 
the next regular UPDAC meeting in June. 

 
IV. Discussion 

A. Perkins Road Park Site Tour 
The tour began with Executive Director, Tim Bartlett and Superintendent of Planning and 
Operations, Derek Liebert, giving a brief history of the site. It is an exciting landscape, 
historically a bluff with a natural spring forming a wetland in the Saline Branch. The Solon 
family farmed it until the 1970s and then leased it to the Sanitary District who stored 
sludge in the lagoons where it dried and was reused in vegetable gardens. Construction 
debris was also dumped into the lagoon. Extensive environmental sampling was done, 
and arsenic and lead were detected which have now been cleaned up. Funding for clean‐
up came from the State of Illinois Conservation 2000 program and Sanitary District. 
About $800,000 has already been spent on site restoration, which is now in the last 
phase of completion to coincide with the 100th anniversary of Sanitary District. The draft 
master plan proposes a natural area consisting of marsh and wetlands and planted with 
native prairie and sedge meadow. A mowed path looping around the site will be accessed 
from the gravel road and overlook points will interpret the site’s history and ecology to 
the visitor. Natural Areas Coordinator, Matt Balk, continued the tour, describing how 
water was brought down from the upper level of the dog park by tiling the area. Mowing 
was done to cut down the invasive growth. A herpetologist was consulted for providing a 
habitat to snakes who were seen in the construction debris, and a snake pit was created 
from the construction debris for garter and fox snakes. Staff noted that the first few years 
in planting natives are crucial and now wildflowers are beginning to bloom. The sedge 
meadow was more difficult to establish. The pocket wetland is full of hibiscus, and native 
plants at the site include foxglove, trumpet, New England Astor, Blazing Astor, Indigo 
Bush, and black‐eyed susan, among others. The plantings have transformed the site, and 
it is now a habitat for shorebirds, tree frogs, American toads, snakes, beavers, bobcats, 
snapping turtles, and ducklings. The soft paths will link to the Saline Trail going further to 
Busey Woods. Prairie burning will be a management strategy to thin out the willows and 
other weedy trees. Tentative site names have been discussed, but nothing has been 
finalized at this time.  
 

V. Reports  
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A. UPDAC Chair  
No report was presented. 

B. Board Representative 
No report was presented. 

VI. UPDAC Member Comments and Open Discussion
Kelsey asked about potential users and asked UPDAC what they thought the community
would have to say about this project. Laura commented that school tours would be a key
component of programming at the site, and noted that children are energized from field
trips. Sarah asked about indigenous people who have lived at the site and how that
history could be incorporated into site interpretation. Cedric pointed out that the park
will be different in different seasons and that would be very attractive to the visitors.
Matt responded that time lapse photo shoot has been done, documenting the site
through the year. Amita asked about the overlook points and their panoramic vistas. The
tour concluded with UPDAC members commenting on how enjoyable the visit was.

VII. Adjourn
UPDAC Chair Laura Hastings adjourned the meeting at 8:18 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Amita Sinha. 
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Administration Department Report – June 8, 2021 

TO:  Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Timothy A. Bartlett, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  June 8, 2021 
 
RE:  May 2021 Administration Department Report 
  
 
Tim Bartlett – Executive Director 
UPD Health & Wellness Facility 
The UPD staff team and the Steering Committee are working on the community art element 
planned for the new Health & Wellness facility slated for Prairie Park. Our first meeting was very 
productive—the staff team provided a full scope of plans for the facility and provided visual 
descriptions of the main spaces. We discussed all aspects of the project for both indoor and 
outdoor designed spaces, and all shared ideas on general building materials and the overall look 
and “vibe” of the new facility. Our second team meeting with our artist, Binky Donley, provided 
her a chance to share some of her early inspirations for the artwork. Donley shared her early 
impressions, and then she followed with inspirations that could be fabricated for the building. In 
general, all of the staff team and CCS representatives gravitated to the same key design images 
and concepts. We provided a great dialogue of other facts and information that will be used in 
the final design.  At our next meeting on Monday, June 7, 2021, we will have more specific 
design details shared by Binky with the team. Our goal is to be able to use some of the early 
visual design elements in the community messaging. We believe that if we can include details 
that are more graphic it will help in translating the concept and attract more folks to give, and to 
give at a higher level. Lastly, we are also working on an “art building” aspect of the project. We 
would like to find a way to allow the public to help us make art and/or receive part of the 
installation as part of their donation. Donley has worked on previous projects that allow a level 
of participation or direct connection to the fabrication. We would love to work on that to see if 
we can find a way to make that happen. CCS staff were able to get some solid messaging pulled 
together that would help provide more support information for this part of the building project.  
The key to success here will be to create a strong vision and identity for fabrication and allow 
each person to feel connected to the project. More information about the art for the building 
will be shared once we have new visual graphics for the project. 
 
Illinois Association of Park Districts 
The recent IAPD update included news about a newly funded Youth Work Program that could 
provide funding for youth employment next year. This is a most critical need. Getting our local 
youth employed is a critical element in helping reduce community violence. I recommend that 
staff begin to lobby for funds for the near future, once more is known about any potential 
funding sources or programs. In addition, staff has been tracking recovery funds from various 
federal sources. I recommend that staff seek out more information on qualifying for any 
available funding. As you know, special districts (like the UPD) were NOT included as eligible 
government units that could access funds. Therefore, we will need to work with city and county 
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Administration Department Report – June 8, 2021 

leaders to find out ways to provide any funding UPD needs. More information will follow as we 
learn more about the budget and process linked to these new potential funding sources. Lastly, 
we received some good news from IAPD; the new state budget will include $28 million for the 
OSLAD grant program. That would allow for a next round of grant proposals. The UPD staff will 
be busy reviewing our capital needs to help us determine the best options for an application 
once the new round is announced—stay tuned to updates and new developments. 
 
 
Business Services – Caty Roland, Superintendent of Business Services 
No report. 
 
Human Resources – Alexandra Ivanova, Human Resources Manager 
In May, the district continued to respond to COVID-19 in a way that prioritized the safety and 
well-being of district staff as the state transitioned to the Bridge Phase of Restore Illinois. The 
district is following all recommended safety protocols and assisting staff as needed. 
 
The annual seasonal staff training took place on Wednesday, May 19, 2021 with an emphasis on 
safety and customer service. Human Resources spoke to incoming staff on the topic of safety, 
incident reporting, injury reporting, and COVID-19 safety.  
 
Full-time hiring updates include the departure of Ed Morford as Swim Pro effective April 30, 
2021 and the hiring of Jeremy Thorpe as Development Manager effective May 31. The full-time 
positions of Swim Pro/Head Coach and Athletic Fields Technician are currently open and 
accepting applications through the Urbana Park District website. 
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TO:  Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Derek Liebert, Superintendent of Planning & Operations 
 
CC:  Tim Bartlett, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  June 8, 2021 
 
RE:  May 2021 Planning & Operations Department Report 
 
 
Superintendent of Planning & Operations, Derek Liebert 
Crystal Lake Park Projects  
P&O staff are working with Recreation/Marketing staff and Fehr‐Graham engineering on public 
input opportunities on the proposed loop trail and one‐way road system at Crystal Lake Park. We 
anticipate the road repair project will take place in late summer, or next spring, depending upon 
the construction and bidding climate. Currently, construction costs are quite high, but roadwork 
is reportedly not as severely impacted. The loop trail and one‐way road system concept will 
receive public input over the coming year and as we await news and/or progress on the 
Broadway Avenue ITEP trail project to link the park road with the recently completed Park Street 
ITEP project. As part of our public input opportunities, we plan on having a day when we close 
the park road and invite bikes and pedestrians unrestricted access to the park road. The event 
would feature opportunities to view and comment on open house displays and discuss various 
improvement projects and plans with staff. In addition to renderings and plans for the loop trail 
and one‐way road system, master plan updates will be on display for public review. 
 
 
Facilities Supervisor, Shane Newell 
Lake House 
Facility maintenance staff completed several tasks at the Lake House in preparation for boat 
rental season, which opened Memorial Day weekend. The tasks included delivering paddle 
boats, canoes, and kayaks, installing D‐ring hooks on the new boat dock, fabricating cable to 
secure boats, replacing/charging bilge pump battery, repairing the lock on the restroom door, 
adjusting the door closer, replacing deck board near dock, patching/painting damaged areas in 
the rental room, repairing the drain on kitchen sink, and repairing the hot water heater.  
 
Dog Park 
Contractors removed the existing concrete pad and drinking fountain inside the large dog play 
area and installed a new section that is much larger and ADA compliant. Urbana Park District 
staff installed a new ADA compliant drinking fountain, which includes hi/lo bowls and surface 
mount bowl for dog use. 
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Grounds Supervisor, Rich McMahon 
Grounds Notes                    
With most everything planted, the focus has now turned to watering and weeding. This is a 
challenge every year, but even more so with a scaled‐down seasonal staff, due to the pandemic.  
The same challenge exists in the mowing operations. Every spring brings calls from concerned 
citizens who think their neighborhood park has been forgotten. With one fewer seasonal mower 
than we typically have, those calls are coming in a little more frequently, but the staff is doing a 
great job with keeping up the best they can.   
 
Soon, we will be treating 21 ash trees against the Emerald Ash Borer. We lost one ash tree since 
last year’s treatments. The area where the old playground was at CLP has been backfilled and 
seeded, and a nice crop of grass has begun to fill in.   
 
We are currently in the process of looking for a new Athletic Fields Technician. Joel Hickman will 
be resigning from that position in the middle of July. 
 
 
Construction Supervisor, Keith Ewerks 
Crystal Lake Park Rehab 
Grass is growing well where the old CLP playground was. It looks great! We hammered up the 
concrete post footings from the old CLP Playground and took the concrete to the concrete 
recycle area on north Lincoln where they grind it up into small sized rock where they resell it for 
base material. I also did some timber work at the Lake House to remove some that didn’t need 
to be there now that the new sidewalk and ramp are in, and also replaced a few rotten ones.   
 
Meadowbrook/Solidarity Garden 
A mailbox post has been installed in the Solidarity Garden for that gardening group, and split rail 
fencing has been completed at the Sensory Garden. 
 
Nature Center 
A small shelving piece for BioBlitz was made and installed in the Observation Room. 
 
Upcoming Projects 

 Blair Playground and Challenge course 

 Park name signs build and installation 
 
 
Aquatics Facilities Supervisor, Joseph Schmidt 
No report. 
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2020 2021
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Out to Bid
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Closeout & Maintenance

CLP Reforestation Phase 2

CLP Master Plan Update

Vehicle Replacement 2021

CLP Lake Restoration

Saline Branch Rock Riffles

Perkins Road Park Site
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Meadowbrook Entry Gardens

Blair Park Improvements

PrairiePlay Planning

APNC Solar Phase II 2021/2022

CLP Road Repair - One-Way Transi-

UIAC Domestic Hot Water Replace-

District Hardscapes Evaluation Winter 2021/2022
HW Facility Design

Blair Tennis Summer 2022

PRC Roof Replacement
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TO: Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Corky Emberson, Superintendent of Recreation 
 
CC: Tim Bartlett, Executive Director 
 
DATE: June 8, 2021 
 
RE: May 2021 Recreation Department Report 
 
 

Public Information and Marketing 
Public Information Manager, Mark Schultz – Marketing spent much of May spreading the word 
that summer programs are returning to Urbana Park District after a year's hiatus due to the 
pandemic. 
 
A major need for the park district is employment, and marketing bought several ads on radio, 
print, digital and social media publicizing the need for employees. 
 
May is a time to heavily market aquatics – especially Crystal Lake Park Family Aquatic Center. We 
have bought ads across all media, getting the message out that CLPFAC is open this summer. 
When the state went to Tier 4 Bridge Phase, Marketing spread the word to media about what 
that meant for UPD. Several media did interviews about how this new tier affects Urbana Park 
District. Mark in the Park is back! Be on the lookout on our YouTube channel and on UPTV6 for 
new episodes of Mark in the Park. The first two episodes are about the Blair Park renovation 
project and The Power of Parks 5k.  
 
Looking ahead, marketing will look to expand our advertising footprint into Danville and 
Vermilion County to spread the word about the jobs available at the park district. We will also 
continue to produce the upcoming Fall Program Guide. 
 
 
Community 
Community Program Manager Janet Soesbe – This month began a season of public art at the 
Urbana Park District. For the second year, we’ve worked with the Spurlock Museum, the 
Champaign Park District, the Urbana Arts and Culture Commission, and 40 North | 88 West to 

select pieces of public art to install in our 
parks and at the Lierman Neighborhood 
Garden. The temporary installations will be up 
all summer and fall this time. Our park pieces 
are being installed at Crystal Lake Park (the 
old 901 N. Broadway site), Chief Shemauger, 
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Weaver, and South Ridge. More information on the artists and their pieces can be found at 
https://40north.org/programs/thegreatARTdoors  
 
Community Program and Engagement Coordinator, Jacob Johnston – Our Community Program 
and Engagement Coordinator has divided his accomplishments into the following sections: 
Volunteer Coordination, Age‐Friendly Programming, Part‐time and Seasonal Recruitment, 
Underserved Senior Outreach, CU Wise TV, and Assistance with Special Projects and Other 
Accomplishments.  
 
Volunteer Coordination 
Community: Matthew Lewis reported 8 volunteers from the EDU201 class at the University of 
Illinois. They totaled 40 hours of volunteering during the month of May 2021. 
Athletics: Greg Cales reported 18 volunteers assisting with Youth Soccer. They totaled 130 hours 
of volunteering during the month of May 2021. 
Nature: Matt Balk reported 13 volunteers who removed invasive brush from Weaver Park. They 
totaled 35 hours of volunteering during the month of May 2021.  
Age‐Friendly: Jacob Johnston reported 4 volunteers who helped with Parking Lot Bingo at the 
Fields. They totaled 4 hours of volunteering during the month of May 2021.  
Outreach and Wellness: Ashley Dennis reported 1 volunteer who helped with Urvana events. She 
totaled 10 hours of volunteering during the month of May 2021.  
 
Total Volunteers for May 2021: 43 volunteers  |  Total Volunteer Hours for May 2021: 209 hours  
 
Jacob met with two community partners in order to proliferate volunteer opportunities. Firstly, 
Jacob sat on the RSVP (Retired and Senior Volunteer Program) Advisory Committee. During the 
meeting, the committee discussed the “Summer Breeze Bash” in which RSVP members will be 
celebrated for their accomplishments. Jacob will be attending the event to call bingo and mingle 
with future volunteers. Secondly, Jacob has been in communication with Fiona Munro of the 
Solidarity Gardens. Jacob will be sending senior‐aged volunteers her way once the new raised 
bed gardens at Meadowbrook have been filled with soil. 
 
May Age‐Friendly Programming 
During the month of April, Age‐friendly programming was well attended and consisted of Parking 
Lot Bingo, Technology Assistance Office Hours and Outdoor and Ukulele Programming.  
 
 Parking Lot Bingo at the Fields: 77 registered participants 
 Technology Assistance Office Hours: 13 unregistered participants 
 Ukulele Programming: 45 registered participants and 9 unregistered participants 
 
Total registered participants for May 2021: 122    |    Total unregistered participants for May 2021: 
22 
 
Part‐time and Seasonal Recruitment 
During the month of May, Jacob attended two job fairs. The first fair was virtual and was put on 



RECREATION REPORT 
 

 
3  Recreation Department Report – June 8, 2021 

by Unit 4 schools. The fair was generally well attended, but only two students took interest in the 
Urbana Park District booth. It is hard to quantify how effective the fair was since Jacob was 
unable to directly interact with any students. The second fair was put on by the Chamber of 
Commerce and was an outdoor walk‐up event. Jacob was able to interact with 23 interested job 
seekers and helped one individual fill out the full application for the position of part‐time Park 
Beautification. 
 
Underserved Senior Outreach 
During the month of May, Jacob donated 130 Senior Care Packages. These care packages 
included wellness items such as a cloth mask, a reusable water bottle, a set of playing cards, 
stylus pens, and information about how to join our senior club and newsletter. All information 
was distributed in both English and Spanish. The care packages were distributed by Cunningham 
Township’s Bucket Brigade.  
 
CU Wise TV 
Jacob continued to contribute to the Senior Task Force’s CU Wise TV project during the month of 
May. Firstly, Jacob recorded and uploaded a new CU Wise TV segment, which explained how to 
access CU Wise content via YouTube through UPTV6 and Parkland’s channels. Secondly, Jacob 
spent an afternoon with UPTV6 interviewing residents at Evergreen Place about their current 
hobbies and their positive outlooks on aging.  
 
Assistance with Special Projects and Other Accomplishments 
Aside from his typical responsibilities, Jacob went out of his way to help other staffers with 
several special projects this month. The following is a quick bulleted list of those endeavors:  
 

 Helped Outreach and Wellness with the “King Street Fair” at King Elementary by 
supporting Urvana programming for kids who attended.   

 Joined Outreach & Wellness and other coordinators in testing out Virtual Brain 
Games for an event held in cooperation with the Urbana Free Library happening 
later this season.  

 Met with Community Choices to plan a volunteer trash cleanup as well as a Job 
Shadowing event scheduled for fall 2021 

 
Community Program Coordinator, Matthew Lewis – This month the Community Program 
Coordinator focused primarily on summer camp preparations and summer SPLASH 
programming. Hiring has been completed for summer camp staff and all camp staff have finished 
the required online trainings. We have also been able to confirm our SPLASH schedule for the 
summer, and meet with the after‐school coordinators at each school.  
 
We have also talked with our evening tap dancing instructor, Alicia, and she would like to offer a 
new class in the fall. We are working with the Outreach & Wellness Coordinator and the PRC 
Office Manager to see if we can accommodate having another class for her in the fall on a 
separate day.  
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Lastly, the Community Program Coordinator met with the Associate Director of Advancement at 
Cunningham Children’s Home to discuss future involvement with the Urbana Park District.  
 
Recreation Office Manager, Heather Britsky – The Recreation Office Manager spent an evening 
with the Aquatics Managers and another evening with Aquatics Customer Service Reps, training 
them on ActiveNet. Several issues that office staff have to work with and correct are due to 
design flaws within Active. Training the managers and CSRs in the direct route to process items 
from memberships to adding family members will minimize the confusion of multiple accounts 
and will lessen the time office staff has to spend on researching and merging.  
 
Previously, all new employees had been given Primary System Administrator privileges within 
Active. The office manager worked with Aquatics Manager Leslie Radice on tailoring Active 
permissions to the aquatics staff. This involved some trial and error, and the Office Manager 
went to the indoor pool to work through missing permissions with managers directly.   
 
Community Programs and Rentals: 

 The Phillips Recreation Center had 3 rentals (2 billable and 1 affiliate) with 61 people  

 The Phillips Recreation Center had 359 visitors  
 
 
Environmental 
Environmental Program Manager, Judy Miller – The manager continues to meet with the new 
Program Manager on a weekly basis to review files, processes, procedures and to develop a 
smooth transition for the district. Projects the manager will work on during her final four weeks 
include preliminary planning for Blair Park interpretive project, draft three of the Perkins Site 
Interpretive Plan, and a final draft of the Busey Woods BioBlitz interpretive project and grant 
report. The Crystal Lake Park interpretive exhibits (pictured below) have been installed. 
 

 
 
Environmental Program Manager, Savannah Donovan – The manager worked with camp 
coordinators and the Administrative Team to update the district’s 2021 Summer Camp 
Handbook with information regarding this summer’s COVID‐19 safety protocols and other 
important information for campers and their adults. The handbook was also updated with 
family‐inclusive language (not assuming that all campers are supported by their biological 
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parents). The handbook is located on the park district website here: 
https://www.urbanaparks.org/programs/summer‐camps/  
 
The manager also organized and presented two free Virtual Summer Camp Open House sessions 
on Zoom on Tuesday, May 11 from 12‐1pm and from 6‐7pm. Approximately ten members of the 
public attended each session. The manager covered COVID‐19 safety precautions and generally 
what to expect and how to prepare for attending camps this summer. Coordinators for Arts 
Camp, Nature Camp, and Sports Camp then spoke about specifics of each of those camps. One 
of the Open House sessions was recorded and posted to the Urbana Park District’s YouTube page 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHjqQpH8OMc  
 
Environmental Public Program Coordinator, David Subers – The coordinator has been prioritizing 
summer camp planning and administration. Tasks have included communication with staff, 
continued hiring and onboarding, t‐shirt orders, facility prep, and training on ePACT and other 
administration processes. Through the Association of Nature Center Administrators (ANCA), the 
coordinator attended an “ANCA Peer Connects” Zoom meeting on the topic of summer camps to 
learn about what other nature centers are doing to offer COVID‐19 safe summer camps. 
 
Environmental Education Coordinator, Chelsea Prahl – The coordinator has been working on 
scheduling summer programming with area schools. Urbana School District #116 and Champaign 
Unit 4 School District are offering more programs this summer than in previous years, referring 
to them as “wrap‐around camps.” The principal at Yankee Ridge Elementary stated that the goals 
of the camp are to provide academic services and social‐emotional learning.  
 
The coordinator connected with these wrap‐around camps and looked for ways to integrate 
environmental education into their curriculums. The coordinator spoke to the camp directors 
about their specific needs, and how the park district can provide nature‐based experiences to 
complement those. Four camps have scheduled a series of programs so far: “Language Learning 
Camp” with Unit 4, Unit 4 Middle School summer program, Camp Thomas Paine, and Leal 
Elementary summer program. Most of these camps are structured similarly, with around 70 
students split into groups of 7‐10 kids each. At least one staff or volunteer naturalist will visit 
each of the camps once a week during their four‐week duration to provide nature‐based 
activities. Fees are $42 per program, with the exception of the “Language Learning Camp.” 
 
Environmental Office Manager, Nicole Hilberg – This month the Office Manager spent time 
preparing the hardware and software that all UPD camp staff will utilize in order to go 
administratively paperless. The new secure camper information management application, 
ePACT, will digitally store and allow staff to access camper information forms, emergency 
contact information, medical information, and a list of adults (with photos) who are authorized 
to pick up campers. ePACT is integrated with ActiveNet such that when a customer registers for 
any UPD summer camp, the app automatically sends the guardian an invitation to create an 
account and begin entering campers’ information. This app replaces paper copies of camper 
forms and waivers and allows real‐time updating through the guardian’s account year‐round. 
The app allows camp administrative staff to see at a glance who has completed entry, and it 
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automatically sends reminders to guardians that have not yet entered all the requested 
information or signed all of the waivers.  
 
In order to access the app, all UPD camp leaders will receive a Wi‐Fi‐enabled iPad to use during 
work hours. In preparation for distribution, the manager updated all 18 iPads and installed the 
necessary applications for summer camp (including Google Translate). The manager also created 
and distributed an iPad check‐out/in procedure that includes the district’s rules and 
expectations, directives such as how to securely store the iPads overnight, what apps leaders can 
and cannot download, and an acknowledgement and receipt page for staff to sign to confirm 
they agree to use the iPads responsibly. 
 
Environmental Programs and Anita Purves Nature Center Rentals: 

● The Nature Center hosted 10 onsite visits that served 95 people.  
● Busey woods had 3,835 hikers this month. 

 
Social Media Engagement  
The nature center staff made daily posts to Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, Monday through 
Saturday during the month. There were 8,193 reaches and 540 engagements with the center’s 
Facebook posts. Below are the posts with 500 or more engagements.  
 

Published Post Type Reach Engagement 

5/29/2021 It is summer time in Crystal Lake Park! 
The outdoor pool opens. Boating at the 
Lake House is open 12‐7pm this 
weekend. Busey Woods trails are 
waiting for you to explore. The nature 
center will be open Sat & Sun June 5‐
August 15. http://ow.ly/4uCm50EUYLv 

Photo 1830 168 

5/12/2021 Is that a baby bluebird? Nope ‐ it's a 
male Indigo Bunting! Sometimes 
nicknamed "blue canaries," these 
brilliantly colored yet common and 
widespread birds whistle their bouncy 
songs through the late spring and 
summer. Look for them in the habitat 
gardens around the nature center or in 
other shrubby areas near trees. They 
are often singing from dawn to dusk 
atop the tallest perch in sight or 
foraging for seeds and insects in low 
vegetation. #WildlifeWednesday 
#UrbanaParks #YouBelongHere #Birds 
#IndigoBuntings 

Photo 837 82 
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5/24/2021 It is getting noisy in Edgar, Clark, 
Crawford, and Vermilion Counties. 
Brood X Cicadas (the Great Eastern 
Brood) are emerging now. Nymphs 
emerge from the ground after sunset, 
leaving behind very visible exit holes, 
and quickly crawl to a tree or shrub. 
They shed their skins as they molt into 
adults, leaving behind their empty 
shells. Shortly after molting, their 
wings unfurl and their yellow‐white 
skin darkens as their exoskeleton 
completely hardens. Male cicadas will 
call females to mate by vibrating their 
tymbals, which are two rigid, drum‐like 
membranes on the undersides of their 
abdomens. Different species of cicada 
produce different songs. Males 
respond to the calls of other males, 
creating a chorus of ‘singing’ cicadas 
that can be deafening. Females do not 
have tymbals. 
http://ow.ly/wbjD50EUbFW 

Photo 823 84 

5/5/2021 Songbirds are migrating North & while 
they might not be the easiest to spot, if 
you are out early enough you can't 
miss hearing them. Song Sleuth, 
birdNET and birdgenie are just a few of 
the apps available for bird song 
identification. Early morning is the best 
time for listening! #youbelonghere 
#urbanaparks #birdmigration 
#birdsongidentification 

Photo 573 18 

5/25/2021   Photo 507 10 

 
 
Outreach and Wellness 
Outreach & Wellness Manager, Elsie Hedgspeth – In early May, the Outreach & Wellness 
department had the opportunity to present to the Champaign County Community Coalition and 
CU Fresh Start program. The Champaign County Community Coalition inquired about 
information for youth programming and youth development. The presentation provided to the 
Coalition included material on job openings for youth, summer camps, Urvana activities, Crystal 
Lake Park Family Aquatic Center re‐opening procedures, and Youth Scholarship Fund. The CU 
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Fresh Start program is an anti‐violence sub group of the Coalition, which focuses on deterring 
individuals from gun violence as well as resources to assist with re‐entry into society after 
incarceration. This program requested more resource based information for their clients and 
their families. This presentation focused on all current job openings, summer camps, Urvana 
activities, free programming, and Youth Scholarship Fund. 
 
Outreach & Wellness Coordinator, Ashley Dennis – During the month of May the department is 
preparing for summer 2021. I was able to film a Mark in the Park to promote the Power of Parks 
5k, our second annual 5k that takes place in June. I talked about when the race would take place, 
the details of how to register, and the benefits beyond physical that getting outside and moving 
promote. We had over 200 register for the race last year and we are hoping for even more this 
year! I also sent out surveys to participants that took fitness classes from January‐April 2021. 
After reviewing the 28 surveys, we found that the majority of participants were pleased and 
appreciated the COVID protocols the Urbana Park District has in place. 
  
Facility Usage for Month of February 2021: 

Land Classes:  
Phillips Recreation Center‐ 584 
Brookens Gym‐ 52 
Lake House at Crystal Lake Park‐ 42 

 
Aquatic Classes: 

  Urbana Indoor Aquatic Center‐ 446 
 
 




