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Regular Board Meeting Minutes – June 10, 2025 

 
 

URBANA PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES - REGULAR BOARD MEETING & EXECUTIVE SESSION 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025 
7:00 PM 

PLANNING AND OPERATIONS FACILITY 
1011 E. KERR AVENUE 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802 
 

A regular meeting of the Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, June 10, 2025, at the 
Planning and Operations Facility, 1011 E. Kerr Avenue, Urbana, IL at 7:00 p.m. The notice and agenda of the 
meeting were posted at the park district administrative office and at the location of the meeting. Copies of the 
notice and agenda were received by each commissioner of the district and by local newspapers, radio, and 
television stations at least forty-eight hours before the meeting in compliance with the Open Meetings Act of the 
State of Illinois. A copy of the notice and agenda is attached to the minutes. Also available for inspection are all 
documents that were reviewed or approved at the meeting. UPTV taped the meeting for future airing. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT 

   

President Cedric Stratton X  

Vice-President Meredith Blumthal  X 

Commissioner Laura Hastings X  

Commissioner Ashley Withers X  

Commissioner Sarah Roper  X 

 
Also present were Rachel Lenz, Executive Director; 
Corky Emberson, Superintendent of Recreation; 
Laura Orcutt, Superintendent of Business Services;  
Derek Liebert, Superintendent of Planning and Operations; 
Andy Rousseau, Project Manager;  
Allison Jones served as Recorder. 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

President Stratton called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  
 
A.   Remote Attendance 

There was no remote attendance requested at this time.  
 
II. Accept Agenda 

COMMISSIONER WITHERS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER HASTINGS TO 
ACCEPT THE AGENDA WITH THE FOLLOWING CHANGES:  

• REMOVING ITEM A UNDER NEW BUSINESS – Receive FY 2025-2026 Combined Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance 2025-03, AND 

• ADDING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION IMMEDIATELY AFTER PUBLIC COMMENT.  
A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
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III.  Public Comment 
 There were no comments from members of the public.  
 

A. UPD New Staff Introductions  
1. Veronica Castro-Cruz, Custodian 
2. Austin Smythe, Landscape Technician  
3. Nick Seeber, Grounds Technician 
4. Melissa Melvin, Nature Center Office Manager  
 
New UPD staff were introduced and welcomed.  
 
---- 
 
COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2, PART ‘C’, EXCEPTION #11 OF THE ILLINOIS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, 
TO ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING A LEGAL MATTER. A ROLL 
CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.” 
 
The Board entered Executive Session at 7:13 PM.  
 
-- 
 
COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS TO 
ADJOURN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RETURN TO THE STUDY SESSION MEETING. A ROLL CALL 
VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 
The Board adjourned the Executive Session at 7:32 PM. 
   

IV.  Urbana Park District Advisory Committee (UPDAC) Report 
President Stratton stated that the last UPDAC meeting was held at the Perkins Road site and it was a 
productive meeting.  
 

V.  Consent Agenda  
A. Approval of the Minutes of the April 1, 2025 Executive Session 
B.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 2, 2025 Executive Session 
C.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 3, 2025 Executive Session 
D.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 5, 2025 Special Board Meeting Workshop Meeting 
E.   Approval of the Minutes of the April 8, 2025 Regular Board Meeting & Executive Session 
F.   Approval of the Minutes of the April 15, 2025 Executive Session 
G.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 15, 2025 Special Board Meeting 
H.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 18, 2025 Executive Session AM & PM 
I.    Approval of the Minutes of the April 18, 2025 Special Board Meeting AM & PM 
J.    Approval of the Minutes of the April 19, 2025 Executive Session 
K.   Approval of the Minutes of the April 19, 2025 Special Board Meeting 
L.   Approval of the Minutes of the April 23, 2025 Executive Session 
M. Approval of the Minutes of the April 23, 2025 Special Board Meeting 
N.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 29, 2025 Executive Session 
O.  Approval of the Minutes of the April 29, 2025 Special Board Meeting 
P.   Approval of the Minutes of the May 6, 2025 Board Study Session   



 

  

3 
 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes – June 10, 2025 

Q.  Approval of the Minutes of the May 13, 2025 Annual and Regular Board Meeting 
R.  Monthly Reports 

1.   Administration  
2.   Planning & Operations  
3.   Recreation  

S.  Action to Accept the Philanthropy Report and Gifts Listed with Gratitude 
T.  Approval of the Monthly Paid Accounts Payable 
U. Action on Annual Appointments and Assignments 
 
COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS TO 
APPROVE ALL THE ACTION ITEMS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA AND ACCEPT ALL THE INFORMATION 
ITEMS LISTED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA IN AN OMNIBUS MANNER. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, 
ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 

VI. Reports 
A.   Financial Reports 

 
1. Revenue and Expenditure Report 

Laura Orcutt presented the Revenue and Expenditure Report.  
 

2. Action on Treasurer’s Report 
Laura Orcutt presented the Treasurer’s Report.  
 

COMMISSIONER WITHERS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER HASTINGS TO 
ACCEPT THE TREASURER’S REPORT FOR AUDIT. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 
3. Capital Budget Report 

Laura Orcutt presented changes in the Capital Budgets.  
 
Andy Rousseau presented updates on several capital projects, including work on the Kickapoo 
Rail Trail, Carle Park pavilion, and King Park Master Planning.  
 

B.    Executive Director  
Director Lenz reported a wonderful welcoming by the Board, staff and Urbana community in her 
new role. She noted that she has attended multiple meetings in the last few weeks with community 
stakeholders and groups, and will continue these meetings to get to know the community.  
community with stakeholders and groups.  
 
Next Corky Emberson provided updated visitor and membership information for the Health & 
Wellness Center. He reported over 28,000+ visits and over 1,500 memberships.  
 
1.   You Belong Here Report  
2.   Community Meetings 
3. Other Updates 
 

C.    President  
1. Review of upcoming meeting agenda 

President Stratton reviewed multiple upcoming meetings, including the UPDAC meeting on 
6/24/25 and the regular Board Meeting on 7/8/25. He also noted that there will be no Board 
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Study Session or UPDAC meeting in July. He also reviewed several upcoming events, including 
Jettie Rhodes Day on 6/28/25 and the joint Juneteenth-Neighborhood Nights concert on 
6/18/25 at Prairie Park.  
 

D.    Liaison Reports  
1. Finance Study Group 

President Stratton stated that the Finance Study Group last met on May 2, 2025 and will be 
meeting again soon.  
 

2. UPD Policy Study Group  
There was no Policy Study Group report.  

 
3. Urbana Parks Foundation Representative 

There was no report on the Urbana Parks Foundation.  
 

4. UPDAC Planning Study Group 
Commissioner Hastings stated that the UPDAC Planning Group will meet again in the second half 
of 2025.  
 

VII.       Old Business  
A.   Action on any Old Business Removed from the Consent Agenda 

There was no old business removed from the Consent Agenda.  
 

VIII. New Business  
A.  Receive FY 2025-2026 Combined Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 2025-03. 

 
B.  Action to Approve Busey Woods Bridge Replacement Engineering  

Andy Rousseau stated that the UPD had engineering evaluations of all district bridges in 2023, and it 
was recommended that the Busey Woods bridge be repaired or replaced. He noted that staff then 
applied for a DCEO grant for the project, which was received. Next, he reviewed the timeline and 
budget for replacing the bridge.  
 
COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS TO 
AWARD DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE BUSEY WOODS BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $43,900 AND A 10% CONTINGENCY OF $4,390 TO ENGINEERING RESOURCE 
ASSOCIATES OF CHAMPAIGN, IL. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE”.  
   

D.  Action on any New Business Removed from the Consent Agenda 
There was no new business removed from the Consent Agenda.  

 
IX.  Comments from Commissioners  

Commissioner Hastings commented positively on the CUSR Summer Bash event, and noted recent 
growth in Urbana residents attending CUSR programs.  
 

X. Adjourn 
 President Stratton adjourned the meeting at 8:16 PM.  
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       _________________________________ 

Cedric A. Stratton, President  
 
____________________________ 
Rachel D. Lenz, Secretary 
 
 
 
(Seal) 

 
 
Date Approved: __July 8, 2025____________________________ 
 


