URBANA PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES — BOARD STUDY SESSION & EXECUTIVE SESSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2025
7:00 PM
PLANNING AND OPERATIONS FACILITY
1011 E. KERR AVENUE
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802

The study session meeting of the Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners was held Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at the
Planning and Operations Facility, 1011 E. Kerr Avenue, Urbana, IL at 7:00 pm. The notice and agenda of the meeting
were posted at the park district administrative office and at the location of the meeting. Copies of the notice and
agenda were received by each commissioner of the district and by local newspapers, radio, and television stations at
least forty-eight hours before the meeting in compliance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois. A copy of
the notice and agenda is attached to the minutes. Also available for inspection are all documents that were reviewed

or approved at the meeting.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT
President Cedric Stratton X
Vice-President Meredith Blumthal X
Commissioner Laura Hastings X
Commissioner Ashley Withers X
Commissioner Sarah Roper X

Also present were Tim Bartlett, Executive Director;

Rachel Lenz, in-coming Executive Director;

Corky Emberson, Superintendent of Recreation;

Derek Liebert, Superintendent of Planning and Operations;
Kelsey Beccue, Development Manager;

and Allison Jones served as Recorder.

l. Call to Order
President Stratton called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

A. Remote Attendance
No remote attendance was requested.

. Accept Agenda
COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS TO

ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”

lil. Public Comments
There were no comments from members of the public.
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V. Adjourn to Executive Session
COMMISSIONER WITHERS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER ROPER, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2, PART ‘C’, EXCEPTION #11 OF THE ILLINOIS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, TO
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING A LEGAL MATTER. A ROLL CALL
VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”
The Board entered Executive Session at 7:03 PM.

COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS TO
ADJOURN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RETURN TO THE STUDY SESSION MEETING. A ROLL CALL
VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”

The Board exited the Executive Session at 7:14 PM.

V. Reconvene Regular Board Meeting
President Stratton reconvened the regular Board Meeting at 7:15 PM.

VI. Discussion
A. Green Team

Kelsey Beccue, Development Manager and Green Team member, presented updates on the CARES
(Climate Action, Resilience, Education, and Sustainability) Plan. She reviewed the history of the
Green Team the development of the CARES Plan, which covers the years 2021-2026. She noted that
of the 102 performance measures within the plan, 52 have been completed, 41 are in progress, and
9 still need to be addressed. Next, Kelsey commented on the specific outcomes of the Green Team,
including a new staff position at the Anita Purves Nature Center, community and stakeholder
outreach, multiple new events and programs, and green infrastructure. Board and staff discussed
the Green Team’s progress and also the possibility of folding in the CARES Plan as part of the UPD’s
overall Strategic Planning effort. The Board expressed support for continued efforts of the Green
Team and the desire to continue to prioritize environmental sustainability in the Urbana Park
District.

B. Board Committee/Study Group Assignments
Staff and Board discussed the Board Study Groups and determined committee assignments.
Commissioner Blumthal and Stratton will serve on the Finance Study Group, Commissioners Roper
and Withers will serve on the Policy Study Group, and Commissioners Hastings and Withers will
serve on the UPDAC Study Group.

VII. Comments from Commissioners
President Stratton noted that he appreciates the opportunity to serve as President of the Board.
Commissioner Withers stated that she attended the soft opening of the Crystal Lake Pool Family
Aquatic Center for the season and was very impressed with staff.

VIII.  Adjourn
President Stratton adjourned the meeting at 8:10 PM.
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Cedric A. Stratton, President

Rachel D. Lenz, Secretary

(Seal)

Date Approved: July 8, 2025
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