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Regular Board Meeting Minutes – July 8, 2025 

 
 

URBANA PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES - REGULAR BOARD MEETING & EXECUTIVE SESSION 

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2025 
7:00 PM 

PLANNING AND OPERATIONS FACILITY 
1011 E. KERR AVENUE 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802 
 

A regular meeting of the Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, July 8, 2025, 
at the Planning and Operations Facility, 1011 E. Kerr Avenue, Urbana, IL at 7:00 p.m. The notice and 
agenda of the meeting were posted at the park district administrative office and at the location of the 
meeting. Copies of the notice and agenda were received by each commissioner of the district and by 
local newspapers, radio, and television stations at least forty-eight hours before the meeting in 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois. A copy of the notice and agenda is 
attached to the minutes. Also available for inspection are all documents that were reviewed or approved 
at the meeting. UPTV taped the meeting for future airing. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT 

   

President Cedric Stratton X  

Vice-President Meredith Blumthal X  

Commissioner Laura Hastings X  

Commissioner Ashley Withers X  

Commissioner Sarah Roper X  

 
Also present were Rachel Lenz, Executive Director; 
Corky Emberson, Superintendent of Recreation; 
Laura Orcutt, Superintendent of Business Services;  
Derek Liebert, Superintendent of Planning and Operations; 
Andy Rousseau, Project Manager;  
Jake Bragg, Aquatic Facilities Maintenance Supervisor;  
Allison Jones served as Recorder. 
 
Staff for introductions.  
 
I. Call to Order 

President Stratton called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  
 
A.   Remote Attendance 

There was no remote attendance requested.  
    

II. Accept Agenda 
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COMMISSIONER BLUMTHAL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS 
TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 

III. Public Comment 
A. Public Comment 

There were no comments from members of the public.  
 

B. UPD New Staff Introductions 
Urbana Park District staff introduced three new staff members:  
1. Amy Banner, Environmental Program Manager  
2. Luke Fisher, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor  
3. Alex Ambrocio-Saldago, Aquatics Maintenance Specialist 

  
IV. Appointments – 2025-2028 UPDAC Class 

Director Lenz reviewed the status of UPDAC membership, the proposed new members, and the 
neighborhoods in Urbana represented by the members.  
 
COMMISSIONER BLUMTHAL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS 
TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES TO SERVE 3-YEAR TERMS AS  
PART OF THE 2025-2028 CLASS FOR THE URBANA PARK DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(UPDAC). THE CANDIDATES ARE: SARA CURTIS, MATTHEW FLETCHER AND CARMEN FRANKS.  
A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 

V. Urbana Park District Advisory Committee (UPDAC) Report 
UPDAC member Hannah Sheets provided a written report of the June UPDAC meeting. 
 
Director Lenz reviewed the meeting, which included discussion of the strategic planning process 
as well as the CARES Plan. Staff noted there was a lot of interest in incorporating the “You 
Belong Here” message more deeply into the strategic plan.  
 

VI. Consent Agenda   
A. Approval of the Minutes of the June 3, 2025 Study Session Meeting 
B. Approval of the Minutes of the June 3, 2025 Executive Session 
C. Approval of the Minutes of the June 10, 2025 Regular Board Meeting 
D. Approval of the Minutes of the June 10, 2025 Executive Session 
E. Approval of the Minutes of the June 13, 2025 Special Board Meeting 
F. Monthly Reports 

1.   Administration 
2.   Planning & Operations  
3.   Recreation 

G. Action to Accept the Philanthropy Report and Gifts Listed with Gratitude 
H. Approval of the Monthly Paid Accounts Payable 
I.    Action on Resolution 2025-07 to Enter into a Tenant Lease Agreement for 2808 S. Race St. 
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COMMISSIONER WITHERS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER 
HASTINGS TO APPROVE ALL OF THE ACTION ITEMS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA AND 
ACCEPT ALL THE INFORMATION ITEMS LISTED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA IN AN OMNIBUS 
MANNER. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  

 
VII. Reports 

A. Financial Reports 
1. Revenue and Expenditure Report 

Laura Orcutt presented the Revenue and Expenditure Report.  
 

2. Action on Treasurer’s Report 
Laura Orcutt presented the Treasurer’s Report.  
 
COMMISSIONER BLUMTHAL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER 
HASTINGS TO ACCEPT THE TREASURER’S REPORT FOR AUDIT. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS 
TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 

3. Capital Budget Report 
Laura Orcutt presented changes in the Capital Budget.  
 
Andy Rousseau provided updates on several Capital Projects, including the Weaver Park 
Kickapoo Rail Trail trailhead and the King Park playground design and community input 
process. 

 
B. Executive Director  

Director Lenz provided updates on several projects, including:  
 
1. You Belong Here Report – staff working with community members to gather feedback on 

projects, upcoming text message communication options, and a successful Juneteenth 
Celebration event.;  

2.  Management Meetings –continued meetings and networking with UPD staff and 
community stakeholders;  

3.  Jettie Rhodes Event – successful event with great staff, community, and vendor turn-out.  
 
Corky Emberson presented attendance and membership figures for the Health & 
Wellness Facility and the Crystal Lake Park Family Aquatic Center. He noted both facilities 
are meeting or exceeding expectations for the year.  

 
C. President  

1. Review of upcoming meeting agenda 
President Stratton noted there would be no UPDAC meeting in July. He also reviewed 
several upcoming meetings, including the Special Board Meeting on 7/11/25, the Study 
Session on 8/5/25, the regular Board Meeting on 8/12/25, and the UPDAC meeting on 
8/26/25.  
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D. Liaison Reports  
1. Finance Study Group  

Commissioner Blumthal noted that the Finance Study Group met just before the Board 
Meeting and are in progress of organizing and planning for the rest of the calendar year.  
 

2. UPD Policy Study Group  
Commissioner Hastings noted that the Policy Study Group is working on setting up 
meeting dates.  
 

3. Urbana Parks Foundation Representative 
Commissioner Blumthal noted that the Urbana Parks Foundation will meet the following 
Monday.  
 

4. UPDAC Planning Study Ground 
Commissioner Hastings noted that the UPDAC Planning Study Group last met in April 
and will do so next in January.  
 

VIII. Old Business 
A. Action on any Old Business removed from Consent Agenda 

There was no old business removed from the Consent Agenda.  
 
IX. New Business  

A.  Action to Approve Sculpture Purchase Agreement 
     Director Lenz stated that due to generous donations from the community in honor of Tim 

Bartlett’s retirement and a good relationship with the artist, the UPD has been able to 
negotiate the purchase of two Jon Isherwood sculptures “After Giverny” and “The Gifting 
Angel” for the District’s permanent collection. She noted that the Brown Fund will be able to 
cover the remaining purchase price.  

 
COMMISSIONER HASTINGS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER 
BLUMTHAL TO APPROVE THE SCULPTURE PURCHASE AGREEMENT TO ACQUIRE TWO 
SCULPTURES BY JON ISHERWOOD FOR THE PERMANENT COLLECTION: “AFTER GIVERNY” 
AND “THE GIFTING ANGEL”. URBANA PARKS FOUNDATION MOUNTED A FUNDRAISING 
CAMPAIGN TO ACQUIRE “AFTER GIVERNY” AND “THE GIFTING ANGEL” IN HONOR OF 
RETIRED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TIM BARTLETT’S DECADES OF SERVICE TO UPD. OVER 
$40,000 HAS BEEN RAISED THROUGH DONATIONS, WITH THE BROWN FUND AVAILABLE TO 
FILL IN THE REMAINDER NEEDED FOR THE $80,000 PURCHASE TOTAL.  A ROLL CALL VOTE 
WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  

 
B.  Action on any New Business Removed from the Consent Agenda 

There was no new business removed from the Consent Agenda.  
 

X. Comments from Commissioners  
Commissioner Hastings commented on continued connections to former staff members of UPD. 
She also commented on staff’s hard work over the summer to keep parks looking good and 
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programs successful.  
 
Commissioner Withers commented a desire for more picnic tables at Meadowbrook Prairie 
Play.  
 
Commissioner Roper noted that the IAPD Board Bootcamp was very informative.  
 

XI. Adjourn to Executive Session 
COMMISSIONER BLUMTHAL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2, PART C, EXCEPTION #21 OF THE ILLINOIS OPEN MEETINGS 
ACT, TO ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE SEMI-ANNUAL REVIEW 
OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.” 
 
The Board entered Executive Session at 7:59 PM.  
 
---- 
 
COMMISSIONER BLUMTHAL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS 
TO ADJOURN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RETURN TO THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING. A 
ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  
 
The Board exited Executive Session at 8:20 PM.  
 

XII. Reconvene Regular Board Meeting 
President Stratton reconvened the regular Board Meeting at 8:21 PM.  
 
A.   Announce Determination to Release Executive Session Minutes and Destroy Recordings 

COMMISSIONER WITHERS MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER ROPER 
TO RELEASE THE FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES:  

• 04/29/2025 

• 04/19/2025 

• 04/08/2025 

• 03/11/2025 

• 03/04/2025 

• 01/22/2025 

• 01/14/2025 

• 01/14/2025 
A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”  

 
XIII. Adjourn 

President Stratton adjourned the meeting at 8:22 PM.  
 
 
 
 



 

  

6 
 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes – July 8, 2025 

       _________________________________ 
Cedric A. Stratton, President  

 
____________________________ 
Rachel D. Lenz, Secretary 
 
 
 
(Seal) 

 
 
Date Approved: __August 12, 2025____________________________ 
 


