URBANA PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES — BOARD STUDY SESSION
TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2026
6:00 PM
PLANNING AND OPERATIONS FACILITY
1011 E. KERR AVENUE
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61802

The study session meeting of the Urbana Park District Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday,
May 5, 2026 at the Planning and Operations Facility, 1011 E. Kerr Avenue, Urbana, IL at 6:00 pm. The
notice and agenda of the meeting were posted at the park district administrative office and at the
location of the meeting. Copies of the notice and agenda were received by each commissioner of the
district and by local newspapers, radio, and television stations at least forty-eight hours before the
meeting in compliance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois. A copy of the notice and
agenda is attached to the minutes. Also available for inspection are all documents that were reviewed or
approved at the meeting.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT

President Cedric Stratton X
Vice-President Meredith Blumthal
Commissioner Laura Hastings
Commissioner Sarah Roper
Commissioner Ashley Withers

X | X | XX

Also present were:

Larua Orcutt, Superintendent of Business Services;
Andy Rousseau, Senior Project Manager;

Kelsey Becce, Development Manager;

Allison Jones served as Recorder.

. Call to Order
Vice-President Blumthal called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.

A. Remote Attendance
There was no remote attendance requested.

1. Accept Agenda
COMMISSIONER ROPER MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY COMMISSIONER WITHERS TO
ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, ALL SAID “AYE.”

[ Public Comment
There were no comments from members of the public.

v. Discussion
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VL.

A. Prairie Weaver Phase Il

Andy Rousseau reviewed the proposed design for phase 2 of Weaver/Prairie Park. He noted
that while the sled hill currently remains in the park, the hope is to remove it for additional
space for park amenities. He stated that staff are working on design documents with
Farnsworth and reviewed park amenities such as soccer fields, expanded trails, green space,
and more. Next, he reviewed the budget and timeline for the project, with construction
occurring in 2027.

Kelsey Beccue presented information on the fundraising strategy for completing phase 2
and 3 amenities for the park. She noted that areas of exploration include private funding,
additional grants, UPD capital funds, and legislative ear-mark grants, and community
fundraising. She provided a rough draft of the fundraising campaign timeline and noted that
the UPF is forming a Campaign Committee to lead the efforts. Next steps include defining
objectives, setting the fundraising goal, drafting materials, soliciting gifts, and ongoing
stewardship with donors. Board and staff discussed the Board’s role in fundraising, the
fundraising process, timeline, and project budget.

Comments from Commissioners
There were no additional comments from Commissioners.

Adjourn
Vice-President Blumthal adjourned the meeting at 7:18 PM.

Meredith Blumthal, Vice-President

Rachel D. Lenz, Secretary

(Seal)

Date Approved: _June 9, 2026
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